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phraim, he hath mixed himſelf among the People 
Strangers have devoured his ſtrengtb, and 
be knoweth it not, [He doth not conſider it.] 
Hoſ. VII. 8, 9. 
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4 HE defign of printing this Sermon under 
4 _ the title , The Occasional PREACHER, 


= Number I, 1s to intimate that under the 
2: fame general title other numbers will follow. They 
+ oull be carried on ſo as to make up à Volume ( 4 
Soy ſhall fbare life, and tunities offer) by t 
end of this year. But theſe Sermons will be con- 
trived and publiſhed in ſuch a manner, as to be fit- 
ted for the uſe of private Societies and Families, to 
be read on a Lord's-day evening, where any are diſ- 
poſed to ſhew this regard to them. That t 
may be ſutted to ſuch a purpoſe, the ſubjects will 
be choſen, not merely for a particular occaſion, but 
or continued ſervice, to promote the knowledge and 
practice 4 religion in one or other important 
* branchof it. | 

To forſake the vicious part of mankind, and 
the deſpiſers of divine Revelation, is neceſſary to 
our keeping up a due obſervance of the ordinances 
of divine worſhip, and the precepts of the Goſpel. 
I have therefore choſen to begin with the ſubject 
here recommended : On which, another Sermon ts 
now ready for the preſs. Plainneſs with freedom 
of ſpeech is what I always chooſe, but tis more 
eſpecially needful to ſuit my preſent Deſign. In 
declaring the wiſdom of GoD, thoſe words which 
Dis own SPIRIT -teacheth are unſpeakably prefer- 
= able to all the enticing words of man's wiſdom. 
= The Scripture manner of deſcribing perſons, and 
things, hath a peculiar conciſeneſs, and force, as 
A2 well 
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iv PREFACE. 
well as truth. And therefore this ought to be 


much ſtudied Preacher, who is intent u 
— e or Gop ; and this hatb * 
1 moſt 22 and uſeful preaching, tv 
the the ay of n, 4 far as 12 obſerva- 
tion reacheth. 


. Thoſe parts of any \ follviving ſermon which have 


| reſped? to à particular occaſion, may be omitted in 
private reading. They will be * by 


crotchets, thus[' at the beginning of ſuch para- 
graphs, and thus ] at the end of them ; that the 


reader may, at one view, paſs over all that is in- 


cluded betwixt theſe marks without topping, if he 


chooſe ſo to do. A ſpecimen of this 3 will find 


in the ſermon now printed, p. 2, 3, and p. 24, 
and 25, Cc. If this defign be encouraged, and 
Gop continue my life, it will not conclude with 
the current year. It is not intended, at preſent, 
-4 bliſh thoſe ſermons that are wholly of a pub- 

nature, 5 "os collectiun. F any ſuch are 
44 the ' ſhall be put by themſelves at the end 
of this vo ume when completed. | 
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Occaſional Preacher 
- Number I. 


A SERMON preached to a religious and 
charitable Soc iE, on New-Years-Day. 


Proverbs IX. 6. firſt part. 
4 Forſake the Fooliſh.” 


HE preſent unhappy mixture, of the 
religious part of the world with the 
profane, or in Scripture language of the 
wiſe with the fooliſh, cannot be looked upon 


. without the deepeſt concern by thoſe that have 


— 


the intereſt of pure Chriſtianity at heart, A 
main part of our Religion, as Chriſtians, conſiſteth 
in a man's keeping himſelf unſpotted from the 
World. To viſit and help the Fatherleſs and 
Widows in their affliction (however great and good 
a Work that be) will not avail in the fight of 
Gop and the Father“, unleſs there be a ſepara- 
tion from the World in all its impieties and 
moral pollutions. 

Conſidering, from the whole courſe of Hiſtory, 
the general and grievous calamities that have 


* James 1. 27. 


been 


(2) 


been brought upon a nation and people of Gop, by 
mixing with the Idolatrous and Vicious nations 
of the Earth, we have great reaſon to fear ſome 
overflowing ſcourge coming upon ourſelves. If 
we go on to encourage mingling of good 
and bad, till our whole Land is corrupted, We 
may then expect ſome very heavy Judgments to 
come upon us, and ſpread amongſt us. There 
ought, therefore, to be a reſolved and ſpeedy ſepa- 
ration of them that fear Gop, and revere his 
Word, from ſuch as are (in one way or other) 
deſpiſers of both. ke me, on this account re- 
commend the admohition in my text, as a very 
ſeaſonable and needful ubject to fix your thoughts 
upon, Forſake the Fooliſh.” 


[This may properly be urged to encourage thoſe 


of you, who are obliged by your own voluntary 


and ſpecial Engagements, to perſiſt in your being 
Companions of them that fear Gop, in oppoſi- 
tion to the aſſemblies of looſe and wicked Per- 
ſons. And I hope what ſhall now be ſaid, will 
promote your further Eſtabliſhment in adhering 
to the true faith, worſhip and obedience of God, 
and of our Saviour Jzsvs CAHRIST; whilſt I 
would alfo plead with others, to break off from 
ſinful company and ſinful courſes. 

LI apprehend the Year we are entring upon, 
will be a very remarkable year, as to publick 


Events; I wiſh that it may prove ſo on ſome 
religious accounts: That it might produce ſome 


eminently ſpiritual and moral Changes in the 
Hearts and lives of men: That, many may be 
brought to quit the profane, and the Workers of 


Iniquity, 


(3) 
Iniquity, ſo as to become inſtruments of good to 

the publick, and promoters of a general Refor- 
mation. This is, I doubt not, your hearts de- 

fire and prayer, as well as mine. But whether 

we ſucceed in theſe deſires, for ſuch as are Stran- 

gers to us, or not; ſurely we may expect from 
them that worſhip with us, and that keep up 
ſomething of a Form of religion, tho' they have 
gone too far in their conformity to this world, 
that they will attend to ſuch a Word of Ex- 
hortation as this ; and alſo that you will admit 

the preſent manner of explaining, and enfor- CC: 
cing it.] 


I propoſe to ſhew at this time, | 

I. Who are meant by the Fooliſb, and on what 
accounts this Character is fixed upon men, in the 
Sacred Writings. 

II. What reaſon there is to for/ake ſuch, upon 
thoſe very notions of folly which they themſelves 
allow, in the common concerns of Life. 

III. What is implied in our being required to 
for ſabe them. This will take in the practical 
part of the ſubject. 


a I. Let us enquire who are meant by the fooliſh, 
q and on what accounts his Character is fixed 
| upon men, in the Sacred Writings. 
The enquiry is needful, becauſe the Scripture 
ſenſe of this word, is very different from the 
common apprehenfions of the world. 
7 There is an innocent good natured folly, which 
N in many caſes doth invite and call for our com- 
paſſion and help, inſtead of making us deſert the 
B 2 poor 


93 


(4) 
peor and helpleſs. Wiſdom is a talent, that ought 
to be employ'd for the good of others, as much as 
power and riches. Nevertheleſs, the worlds efti- 
mate of the wiſeand fooliſh, is very different from 
thoſe who are eſteemed ſuch in Gop's account. 
| They that have meaner natural capacities than o- 
thers, or fewer acquirements, are reckon d fools by 
many, whoſe birth, or education, or ſome inci- 
dence in life, have ſet them above their neighbours. 
He that does well for himſelf, and has more 
1 craft and cunning than others to gain Wealth, or 
1 Power, is the wiſe man of this world; while the 
1 poor and ſimply-honeſt man is counted fooliſh ; 
233'4 and as it was in Job's time © The juſt and up- 
* right man 1s laughed to ſcorn.” But Gop, 
I who is the Maker of us all, judgeth otherwiſe. 
if He doth not look upon thoſe as fools, that have 
2 lower capacities than others ; becauſe his Wit- 
dom hath ordered a variety and. ſubordination, 
| in the intellectual, as well as the material world. 
$ Go doth not eſteem thoſe perſons fooliſh who 
| | have fewer acquirements than others, provided 
EI they have not deſpiſed or neglected the means of 
knowledge and improvement which they have 
enjoy'd: For, to Him are | owing the diſtinc- 
ions in Providence, as well as in Nature. It is 
not folly to be fair; open, and honeſt; but to 
walk in reſerve and diſguiſe, and to practiſe the 
admired arts of being fraudulent and deceitful. 
- However this paſſeth for prudence in the world, 
it is fooliſhneſs in the ſight of God. It is not being 
poor that makes a man a Fool, but his becoming 
- brutiſh. In Scripture language, the“ aol and 
| | . © Pal. xlix. 10, 13. | 
the 
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} ( 34) 
the bruti/p perſon, are fynonymous terms. Let 
the poſſeſſions and honours of men be what 


they will, if they are brutiſh, they are fooliſh. 
However ſkilful men are in human Laws, or 
in Arts and Sciences; yet if they are ignorant of 


the Law of Gop their Maker, and count the 


things he hath revealed, and the Salvation he 
offers, things to be deſpiſed by them, they are 
fcoliſh in acting ſuch a part. Men that grow 
rich, or learned, and proud, may look upon the 
poor and illiterate as fools; they that are brutiſh 
in the indulgence of their appetites and paſſions, 
and that ſet themſelves to profane ſacred things, 
may vilify thoſe whom they cannot corrupt and 
draw into their meaſures, by treating them as 
weak andfooliſh men; but in truth, profaneneſs, 
and wickedneſs, and a brutiſh life, are the grand 
marks and proofs of fooliſhneſs. 

| As to the ſenſe of this wefd in Scripture, take 
the account of it in the following particulars. 


I. They are fools that lay up treaſures for them- 


ſelves on Earth, and are not rich toward Gop. 
This is the Scope and Sum of the Parable con- 
cerning the rich man in the xii of Luke, to 
whom it is ſaid, Thou fool, this night th 
* ſoul ſhall be required of thee ; then, whoſs 
| * ſhall thoſe things be which thou haſt provided?” 
The folly here lieth in purſuing an unworthy 
> end, whilſt the great and main end of life was 
diſregarded, There is a laying up for future 
' years, but no ſuitable preparation for a future 
ſtate after death. There was a mean and baſe 
deſign of living at eaſe, and in all manner of 
ö ſenſual 


(6) 
ſenſual gratifications, but no thought or contrĩ- 
vance for any good work. There was a ſcheme 
fx d by that vain rich man for mary years, with- 
out conſidering the great uncertainty. of life, 
and that his ſoul was at the call of them that 
ſhould require it in the other World. Here 
is complicated folly. And yet how many are 
guilty of it, that paſs for very wiſe men in 


every age of this world? Hence it is, that the 1 


Apoſtle, ſpeaking of them that make it their 
main Scope and End to be rich, declares all that 
wiſdom for which ſuch men applaud one ano- 
ther in this reſpect, to be not only fboliſb, but 
Hurtful and deſtructive. They that will be 
rich fall into temptation and a ſnare, and into 


many fooliſh and hurtful Luſts, which drown 


men in deſtruction and perdition l.“ 
2. Another deſcription of Fools in the Scrip- 


ture is, their deſpiſing all the Warnings,* and In- 


ſtructions of Wiſdom from the other world. They | 


hate the Word of Gop, becauſe it would impreſs ; 
-a ſenſe of thoſe things they do not care to have 
in their thoughts. Whatever would raiſe them 


above a worldly ſenſual life, they diſguſt, and 
ſet themſelves againſt. © Fools deſpiſe wiſdom, 


and hate knowledge +.” They ſay to God, 


& 


conſpicuous, and their end more dreadful. 


The proſperity of Fools ſhall deſtroy them 5.” 4 


® 1 Tim. vi. 9. Prov. i. 7, 22. Job Xi. 1 
> Wow. 1-32. | OY 1 * 


% depart from us, for we deſire not the know- 
edge of thy ways ||.” If they compaſs their 
aims in gaining an affluence of Earthly things, 
their proſperity only makes their folly the more 
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| Their loſs and miſpending of Time, which is fo 


© precious, is a great mark af fooliſhneſs. There- 
fore in this reſpect we are required To walk 
y, not as Fools, but as Wiſe, re- 
* deeming the Time.” | 
3. It is , mark of folly to love Di wiſe, 2 


f | flattering repreſentations of things. That which 
is the very heart and ſtrength of fooliſhneſs, is a 


i vain and falſe imagination ; that del 


ights i in all 
' thoſe hows and aſſemblies, thoſe companions and 


books, which are romantick, and diſguiſers of 


| truth, or direct avowed forgers and encouragers 
of Lyes. The folly of Fools, is deceit “.“ 
Take away all manner of deceit, and their fol- 


ly would — But this renders them Incu- 


2 rables; viz. © That they hold faft deceit, they 
= refuſe to return +. They hate any inſtructions 


that would recover them from their falſe noti- 
ons, and falſe ways. Hence it follows, 


4. Another deſcription of fooliſhneſs i is, to jeſt 
with moral evils, and with thoſe men that pro- 


Feſi repentance for them. * Fools make a mock 


4 
* Fs 


* at Sin |.” Thoſe. very things. that by all 
Laws, both natural and revealed, are ſinful, 
and of high importance, yet they can find 
out ſome — of turning into meer humour 


and banter. This leads them alſo to mock at 


religion, and to make a mighty jeſt of thoſe who 
put on the azrs of repentance, (as ſome of them 
ſpeak) laughing at the Penitent's ſadneſs and 


prick, or imputing it to diſtemper and hypocriſy. 
herefore the Wiſdom of Gop faith, © It is an 


Prov. xiv. 8. + Jer. viii. 5. Prov. xiv. . 
7 | | ” abomina- | 


(.3') 

c abomination to fools to depart from evil f.“ 
They abominate every thing that pretends to 
convince them of evil, and every perſon that 
would bring them to humility and repentance. 
For this reaſon, Gop gives them up to deluſion ; 
their fooliſh heart is darkned : © Profeſſing them- 
c ſelves to be wiſe, they become Fools ||.” They 
are ſo hardned in their impenitence, that no ſuf- 
ferings or puniſhments will reclaim them. 
* 'Though thou ſhouldſt bray a fool in a mor- 
te tar. yet will not his fooliſhneſs depart from 
* him *. Solomon's prating Fool is oppoſed to 
the Wiſe, that receive commandments $. Upon e- 
very reſtraint and correction, though ever ſo wiſe 
or null, © the mouth of theſe fools poureth out 
* fooliſhneſs +.” Their fooliſhneſs, if oppoſed, 
becomes vehement, and is poured out as a torrent. 
It is thrown out among themſelves alſo, with a 
mighty guſt, and as a great entertainment. 
The mouth of fools feedeth on fooliſhneſs }.” 
5. In the Scripture account, they are fooliſh 
that tie convictions which ariſe in their breaſts, 
and that prove falſe to their, own purpoſes and 
reſolutions. | | 
They that are brought ſometimes to thoughts 
of truth and ſoberneſs, ſo as to condemn their 
own. fin and folly, and to vow and promiſe a- 
mendment, but yet never make good any of 
their reſolutions, ſtand condemned under this 
character of fools. © Gop hath no pleaſure in 
* fools, pay that which thou haſt vowed . 
Yea, the deferring to execute good purpoſes and 


1 Prov. xiii. 19. Rom. i. 21, 22. Prov. xxvii. 22. 
$ Prov. x. 8. f Chap. xv. 2. Prov. xv. 14. Feel. v. 4. 
A; | VOWS 


5 


4 vovvs is folly ; becauſe, by this means, they are 


3 commonly fruſtrated and ſet aſide. Men- s folly 
in this reſpect is the greater, becauſe they are apt 
to cry out loudly againſt the hypocrr/y of them, 
: whoſe inward thoughts, and outward profeſſions, 
are inconſiſtent; who put on the appearances of vir- 
tue and religion, when their Hearts are ſuſpected to 


EE 


(9) 


be as corrupt and ſenſual asothers. Certainly there 
is as much fooliſh diſhoneſty and falſhood, in 
ſome men's pretending to caſt off all thoughts 
and convictions of a religious nature, as there 1s 
in others pretending to have that veneration and 
reſpect for religion, which in truth and in their 
hearts they have not. It is not an uncommon 
thing, for men's own Hearts ſecretly to condemn 
them, when they take part with thoſe that make 


F light of the Scriptures, and mock at fin, All 


bypocriſy and prevarication is fo/ly, whether men 
retend to ſerve religion thereby, or to oppole it. 
t they that are moſt ſevere in condemning the 


fa hood of others, do moſt heavily condemn 


their own fal/e condutt and pretenſions. 

- 6. They are fooliſh, in the account of that 
Wiſdom which is from above, who have once 
received the truth as it is in Scripture, but af- 
terward depart from it. As it is great folly to 
reject the Word of Gop, ſo alſo to corrupt it, 
to fall in with the outward forms of religion that 
are deviſed by men, according to the rudiments 
of this world. Upon ſuch a conduct as this, the 
Apoſtle expreſsly chargeth the Galatians with 
fooliſhneſs. © O fooliſh Galatians! who hath 
* bewitched you, [or who hath looked upon 
you with an evil eye, to ſet deluſions before * 
C that 


aw” 


{ to) 
rc that you ſhould not obey the truth, before 
«© whole eyes Jeſus Chriſt hath been evidently 
e ſet forth, crucified among you ?—Are ye ſo 
* fooliſh? having begun in the ſpirit, are ye 
* now made perfect by the fleſh?” The ſedu- 
cing Judaizers, like ſome who in after times have 
profeſſed to believe the * orgs: were for 
drawing men from the pure faith and worſhip 
of the Goſpel, to lay a ſtreſs on outward rites 
and ceremonies, that they might corrupt them 
hereby, in making them more attentive to a 
fleſhly than a ſpiritual religion. All they that 
forſake the ſpirit of holineſs, to take up with 
the externals of religion, and ſo to end in the 
fleſh, are fooliſh, and to be forſaken by us, if 
we will keep to the directions of heavenly Wiſ- 
dom. : 

The Scripture thus explaining its own ſenſe of 
the word fooliſh, plainly fixeth this character 
upon them, *. That mind earthly things, and 
temporal enjoyments, to the utter neglect of the 
world to come; or, which is much the fame 
thing, to a neglect of thoſe preparations that are 
neceſſary for a eyed eternity : *, That deſpiſe 
the Inſtructions of reveal d religion, and ſet their 
Hearts againſt them: 3. That Pad rather follow 
their own Deceits, and the falſe appearances of 
this world, than fall in with the repreſentations 
of truth in the word of Gop : 4. That mock at 
fin, and at thoſe that entertain any awful 
thoughts of it; hardning themſelves, ſo as to 
deſpiſe the calls to repentance which the Scrip- 
tures earneſtly inſiſt on: 5. That pour-out their 
fooliſhneſs in their converſation, and their mouth 
0 5 , | feedeth 


( 1x ) 


, 2 feedeth upon it, to ſupport themſelves in a con- 
 * tempt of the Wiſdom which is from above: 
© 6, That ie Convictions, and break through 
| all good purpoſes; and Harden their hearts in a 
revolt from Gop by a fleſhly religion, and by 
> ſetting the Intereſts of this life, againſt all the 
2 laws and motives fetch'd from another. If this 
be fooliſhneſs, then certainly all ſuch as have 
* known the Word of Truth, and have profeſſed. 
to receive it, are the moſt fooliſh of all others, 
if they depart from it to go into the pollutions of 
this world. 


II. The next thing is to ſhew, what reaſon 

there is, from the common notions which theſe 

men have of folly in other things, to withdraw 
from them in our regards to religion, 

Many of thoſe men, who have been deſcribed 
under the former head, are apt to break off from 
others, upon one or other pretence of charging 
them with folly ; and very fitly may we treat. 
them in the ſame manner; that is, ſeparate and 
withdraw from them, becauſe they are fooliſb. 

I ſhall, at preſent, argue only from their own 
notions of folly in common life, applying them 

to the caſe of religion. They count that man 
2 fooliſh who acts againſt his own intereſt and 
advantage; as he alſo is, who yields himſelf to 
the advice and conduct of companions that "i ” 
poſe upon him, and afterward will dee, and 
3 zuſult = It is further, according to common 
eſteem, great folly, to take thoſe courſes which 


will be follow'd with extreme pain and torment : 
+ 2 And 


(12) 
And fo it is, for a man to act contrary to his own 
experience and ſenſe of things. They that deſpiſe 
the wiſdom of being religious, and that follow 
the counſels and examples of ſinful ſcornful men, 
are fooliſh in all the foregoing reſpects. This 
will appear by the proof of every particular. 

1. To go in the way of ungodly, and vicious 
men, is to act againſt your own intereſt and ad- 
vantage. 

We all either do know, or by attending to our 
own reaſon might know, that if Gop be againſt us, 
the whole Creation will be ſo one time or other. 
Therefore, if you ſhould fall in with them that 
deſpiſe the inſtructions of Gop in the Scripture, 
which you take to be his Word, and diſregard 
your own natural convictions, to keep company 
with profane ſinners, you evidently go into a 
ſtate of diſcord with Gop; and hereby expoſe 
your ſelves to all the puniſhments that will fol- 
tow a courſe of diſobedience to the Laws and 
Will of your Maker. And is not this to give 
up your own intereſt, when you expoſe your 
ſelves to the diſpleaſure of a Being, who is able 
to ſtrip you of all preſent enjoy ments, and to 
caſt you into a ſtate of torment hereafter. You 
that have any reverence for Gop's word, know 
how much your intereſt and comfort in this lite, 
depend upon your avoiding the temper and ways 
of thoſe who walk contrary to Gon. If you 
*© walk contrary to his revelations from Heaven, 


** he will walk contrary to you, in diſappointing. 


© your Earthly Expectations, and making one 
+ Calamity to ſucceed another *.“ | 
Cee Levit, xxvi. 23, Oc. 
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If you take part with the fooliſh, and ſuch as 
* refufe to conſider their aways, there will be a blaſt 
upon the very things, from which you look for 
a bleſſing. Gop will appoint your own fooliſh- 
[neſs to correct you, ſo that you ſhall be diſap- 
pointed in what your hearts are moſt ſet upon. 
Tou will find the truth of what was ſaid to an 
? znconfiderate profane luxurious generation of old. 
Ve have ſown much, and bring in little; ye 
cat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but 
ye are not ſatisfied with drink; ye clothe you, 
but not for warmth; and he that earneth wa- 
ges, ſquanders all away as if it was put into a 
2 © bag with holes *. 
* Thus life is conſumed in meer vanity, or its 
2 enjoyments are turn'd into vexations, by irreligi- 
dus courſes, by + 
But ſuppoſe that, as to this world, men may 
2 proſper in their fooliſhneſs, and that on this ac- 
2 count their folly may be called wiſdom, by ſuch 
as praiſe them for becoming rich, and raiſin 
their families upon earth; yet ſtill, their greateſt 
and nobleſt intereſts lie neglected, while their 
2 ſoulsare eſtranged from God, and from the way of 
2 falvation. Whether the deſpiſers of religion look 
upon their intereſt in this manner, or not, you 
cannot avoid doing it, fo long as you keep that 
queſtion in mind,. What ſhall it profit a man 
* to gain the whole world, and loſe his life, 
* and his ſoul hereafter?” Therefore upon this 
general maxim; when applied to the ſubject of 
2 forſaking the fooliſh, our own intereſt obligeth us 
to do it. And if they think it folly to act againſt 


Hag. i. 6, bat 
| w 


77 


[Ty } 
what they count their intereſt, - though it be but 
for a ſhort and uncertain time; | ai much 
more ſhould we count it folly, not to take care 
of our intereſt as it reſpects our whole duration? 

2. To go into the counſels of infidels, and 
the way of ſinners, is to yield to thoſe who in- 
poſe upon you, and when they have done fo will 
afterward deſpiſe and reproach you. It is gene- 
rally accounted a mark of folly for a man to be 
impoſed upon, when he hath fufficient reaſon to 
apprehend, from the temper and conduct of 
thoſe with whom he hath to do, that this will 

be the conſequence of his compliances with them. 

A man of the weakeſt underſtanding thinks it an 
intolerable thing, to be trepan'd and enſnared 
by men that will make a jeſt of him, or inſult 
and enflave him as ſoon as they have him in their 
power. In a man's temporal concerns, ſuch uſage is 
enough to make him break off from any acquaint- 
ance whatſoever. Yet this is really and truly the 
fooliſhneſs, of ſuch as are drawn off from the ways 
of heavenly wiſdom, to walk in the g6ynſels of 
profane men, and in the ways of vice. 

How. many are impoſed upon by pretences to 
ſet up their reaſon, not only in fair and impartial 
enquiries concerning the Truth of a divine Reve- 
lation, but even in determining whether it is fit 
for God to do ſuch things, as his own word aſ- 
ſureth us he does, or to require ſuch things as 
the Scriptures expreſsly declare he doth. Yea 
even to diſpute and reject the divine Teſtimony, 
in things that relate to an inviſible and future 
world, which as they are to be received on ac- 
count of their being atteſted by proper witneſſes 

7.3 | from 
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from the other world, do not lye within the reach 
*and province of human embodied reaſon. How 

many are now fadly impoſed on, by being called 
upon to uſe. their reaſon in anſwering every dowbr 
or cavil about particular points of revealed reli- 
gion, as if there was not reaſon to credit ſome 
things, which our reaſon under preſent circum- 
ſtances cannot demonſtrate or comprehend. Thus 
many are firſt made to diſpute things which they 
2 ought to believe, and then to reject them becauſe 
they are controverted. 


Hereupon, ſome of the great pretenders to 


2 reaſon ſet themſelves to deſtroy the apprehenſions 
of a future Judgment, at leaſt of a future re- 
ſurrection of the body; and then the unwary and 
unexperienced in matters of religion, are eaſily 
carried into the eager purſuits of this world, and 
expoſed to the ſlavery of divers Luſts and paſ- 
ſions. By this means a true ſenſe of the Dignity 
of human nature, and the great deſigns of Gop 
* concerning it are deſtroyed. After many are 
2 ruin'd in the very bloom and prime of Life, by 
2 ſuch reaſonings and courſes as theſe, they are 
either deſpiſed and utterly rejected by their Com- 
2 panions, that have found out ways of proſpering 


in vice and ungodlineſs; or elſe they are made 


ſlaves to their of agar and evil deſigns, thro 
poverty and diſtreſs 
2 pendance all the after parts of life. 


„and live in a ſervile de- 


And if under their afflictions, or by any ſe- 


rious Impreſſions upon their minds, they are 
brought to condemn the folly of their former 
Lives, their irreligious companions make a jeſt 
of all their trouble of mind; and impute all 


5 their 
| 


| ( 16") 
their uneaſineſs and ſadneſs of ſpirit to ſome i- 
diculous infirmity, under the common notion f 


Vapours, or ſome way being out of Temper ; or ; 
elſe to ſome meer bodily diſorder, if any real 
diſtemper be upon them. If they are brought 
under ſome loathſom or painful diſeaſe, that 
is like to prove expenſive, how common is it for 
thoſe very companions that were their firſt ſe- 
ducers, to take all the ways they can to get rid off 
them, and leave them to periſh ? | } 
To be thus gull'd and impoſed upon by vain 
pretences, and - falſe reaſonings ; and then to be 
made a jeſt of, when under real grief and ſad- 
neſs of mind, or to find no relief when under 
great and continued bodily pains and afflictions; 
but to be quite abandoned by thoſe that have 
been, many times, the chief occaſions of ſuch 
miſery ; this ſurely deſerves to be branded for 
fooliſhneſs in a very high degree, This leads 
me to add | q 
3. That they who take ſuch courſes, as they 
| know before hand will bring them to pain and 
i torment, are fooliſh in common eſteem even e- 
i  yond pity. 
| If you ſee a perſon doing any thing which he 
| is earneſtly warned againſt, and which he knows 
| by the experience of others will be followed with 
ſome great trouble of mind, or ſome ſore outward | 
| affliction; you fay ſuch an one 7s right ſerved 
when the evil comes upon him: He may thank 
| - himſelf for the miſeries he endures, when. he 
would keep ſuch company and take ſuch courſes, * 
as he knew would have very ill and dreadful 
Conſequences, whether he be brought to repent 
of them, or not. | It BF 


* am 


* . If any man, that gives up himſelf for a time 
of to be a companion of ungodly and vicious men, 
or propoſeth afterward to repent of this before he 
al WEE. 

dies, let ſuch a man conſider What Repentance 

al is.“ From hence you will plainly ſee, the 
at very great fooliſhneſs of indulging to any way of 
or life, with a pretended view to an after Repent- 
& 7 ance. If this be the caſe of any that come with- 
of jn reach of this diſcourſe, pray conſider the mean- 
ing of that expreſſion, © You hope you ſhall 
n 2 © repent before you die.” For, what is this but 
Xe to hope, that you ſhall one time or other look 
- back, with trembling aking hearts, upon thoſe 
I 27 neglects of Gop, and thoſe mean thoughts of 
5 2 religion, which you now indulge. You hope 
'e vou ſhall hereafter /aath your ſelves, for that, 
hin which you now encourage your ſelves; and 
that the evil which now you chooſe, hereafter 
s 2 you ſhall hate, with an everlaſting hatred. This 
is Repentance, viz. You hope you ſhall be in 

y 2 fach bitterneſs of mind that all the world cannot 
Y ou peace to you, and that you ſhall then implore 
the mercy of Gop, wiſhing ten thouſand thouſand 
times that you had never acted in ſuch a manner. 
Aſk your own ſelves, it there can be a more unrea- 
ſonable conduct and management than this; viz. 
To keep that company, and to fay and do thoſe 
things, which you know muſt bring all this pain 
and anguiſh upon you, if ever you are brought 
to ſuch repentance as ſhall be accepted in the 
great day of Accounts ? ; 

But, on the other hand, if without any hogs W 
or deſign of after Repentance, you enter into the 
counſels and ways of men that reject the Scrip- 
| D tures, 


(18 ) 


tures, or that walk in a courſe of fin, you have Þ 
then nothing to expect but to be © puniſhed with * 
« everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of 


ce the Lord;” with all the torment that ſhall 
ariſe from a Fire which can never be quenched ; 
from a Worm allo that never dies, perpetually 
exciting the moſt inſupportable remorſe in look- 
ing backward, and incurable deſpair in looking 
forward : And every torment will be heightned, 
and aggravated, by the company of apofiate An- 
gels, whoſe rage and blaſphemies and power to 
torment will be great beyond all preſent imagi- 
nation, when they ſhall ſee the Kingdom of 
CnrisrT in its glory, and the vaſt number of the 
ſaved from amongſt men, that ſhall be advanced 
to thoſe manſions and thrones from which they 
by tranſgreſſion fell, and out of which they ſee 
themſelves ejected for ever. | 
Is it not fooliſh to diſtraction, for thoſe that 


retain any ſenſe of a future Judgment, and of I 


everlaſting puniſhment, to chooſe their lot in the 
company of ſuch as are fitting for this deſtruc- 
tion? What! for the momentary gratifications 
of an atheiftical vanity, or for the ſociety of men 
devoted to Senſuality, will you plunge your ſelves 
with them into at pit out of which there is no 
Redemption? As in the common opinion of 
mankind, they are reckoned madly fooliſh, 
who will do things that they know before-hand 
will produce extreme pains and laſting diſtreſs ; 
fo if you would prevent falling under a like im- 
putation of folly, but to your unſpeakably grea- 
ter pain and torment, you muſt forſake the un- 
godly and vicious part of the world. Becauſe 


their 1 
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who act contrary to their own paſt experience, 
and their own /en/e of things ariſing from thence. 
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7 thoſe that were your former a 
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their way, however they may for a little while 
pleaſe themſelves in it, will end in extreme and 
everlaſting miſery. 


4. They are fooliſh in common eſtimation, 


This is the caſe of ſeveral forts of ſinners and 


7 deſpiſers of heavenly wiſdom. They have ſeen 
others ruined by infidelity and vicious courſes, 
and ſome have ch 

acquaintance and familiarity with thoſe ill men; 
and yet they chooſe to be their companions again, 
or at leaſt the companions of thoſe who are like 
them in their looſe principles and practices. It is not 
changing a baſer and more illiterate acquaintance, 
for a ſet of company that is more knowing, and, 


emſelves been ſufferers by their 


as they conceit among themſelves, more polite in 
their conformity to this evil world, that will 


avail you, if you ſtill go in the ways of ſuch 
as are addicted to the ſame contempt of the 


Scriptures, and the ſame corrupt N with 
ociates. It is 
thoſe vile principles by which men throw con- 


4 tempt upon reveal'd religion, and thoſe vices or 


immoralities by which you have at any time 


. Z ſuffered, that ſhould become your deteſtation. If 


therefore you ſeek to mend yourſelves by altering 


your acquaintance, for richer, or more learned, 


or more accompliſh'd men in the affairs of lite, 
you will ftill be numbered with the fooliſb if you 
take part with vice and infidelity in any form or 
circumſtances whatſoever. And if repeated diſ- 
appointments and ſufferings do not make you 


23 wiſer, you fin againſt your own experience and 


2 


obſervation of things. D 2 You 


( 20 ) 


You know it is a common Proverb, © That 
te experience teacheth fools ;” how juſtly, then, 
muſt the character of fooliſh abide upon thoſe, 
who go. afreſh into ways for which they have 
once and again ſmarted ? Whatever colours men 
may put upon things, yet in common life he is 
reckon'd a fooliſh man, who may be jeſted or 
bribed, awed or complimented out of his own 
ſenſes, and made to act contrary to his own ex- 
perience. Only apply this to matters of religion, 
and then you will ſhun the company and at- 
tempts of thoſe, who ſeek to deſtroy the Impreſ- 
fions from above that you have known and ex- 

rienced, in reading and hearing the great things 
both of the Law and the Goſpel. 
Thus much may ſuffice to ſhew, that men 
who reject the Wiſdom of Gow in the Sacred 
Scriptures, and live in any courſe of fin, are the 
Fooliſh our text calls upon us to forſake. And alſo 
to ſhew, how the divine wiſdom doth deſcribe 
their folly; and how juſtly the character of 
feohiſh is fixed upon them, according to their 
own maxims in common life, if they would but 
allow the fame to have their weight in matters 
of Revelation. If they will not allow this, their 
folly is aggravated, and becomes a thouſand times 
more deteſtable, by rejecting the teſtimony of 
Gop from heaven, with all the warnings and 
inſtructions contained in the Book of Life &. 
The next general head which I propoſed to 


enlarge on at preſent, as the practical part of 
this ſubject, is to ſhew, F las 


SB To be proved in a ſecond Sermon on this Text. 
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III. What is implied and required in this ad- 
monition, and call of heavenly. Wiſdom, For- 

e /ake the fooliſh.” We muſt not only in opinion 
and judgment take part with the Scripture, in its 


dleſcription of the fooliſh ; but we muſt obſerve 
hat we are here called to, in conduct and prac- 
tice. We muſt for/ake them. Which word 
doubtleſs implies ſuch particulars as theſe that 
follow. | 
I. We ſhould avoid all familiar converſation 
with them. We ſhould by no means make them 
our choſen and intimate acquaintance. 
TI o' you cannot avoid, ſometimes converſing 
and dealing with profane and vicious men, in the 
common affairs of life; tho you may alſojoin with 
them in ſome things of importance, that concern a a 
2publick intereſt, and are deſigned to ſerve ſome com- 
mon good; yet thoſe intercourſes ſhould be ma- 
naged ſo as to have nothing to do with their idle, 
profane and miſchievous hours. There ſhould be 


) 
f 
no frequenting of their drinking clubs, when they 
t ſſet their mouths againſt the Heavens, and the 
Ss Wiſdom that is from thence ; and when their 
r tongues are walking with pride throughout the 
s fcarth; throwing contempt upon men, not only 
f Rot religious characters, but in civil offices, and 
1 Rin all advanced ſtations, by raſh cenſures with- 
out ſufficient knowledge either of men or things, 
> Rand by enflamed paſſions ſtirring up ſtrife 44 
f diſcord, to the great hurt and danger of a city 
and nation. 
3 Your direction is © to go from the preſence 
of a fooliſh man, when you perceive pr 
1 | | cc . 


( 22) 


tt him the lips of knowledge *. Go from ſuch 3 


2 man, becauſe you can neither reprove him, nor 


tet him alone without fome miſchief enſuing, 
If you reprove him, he will hate you; and if you 


bear with his folly, he will grow more confident 


in the ill things that he ſays and does. A good Þ 
man, whoſe character it is to hate vain thoughts, 
and much more hurtful and injurious thoughts, 
muſt needs (if he act conſiſtently with himſelf? 
hate all hy and evil 8 He will 
neither give t g 

ſelves upon him, nor to draw him into a ſitting 
with them. Should a wiſe man utter vain 
* knowledge, and fill his belly with the eaſt 

* wind? Should he reaſon with unprofitable talk, 


em an opportunity to faſten them- 


t or with ſpeeches wherewith he can do no *% 


* good 182 No pretence of Buſineſs, no views 4 | 
of a publick or private intereſt, no notions of 


humanity or maintaining a fociable temper, will 


juſtify ſuch intercourſes as theſe with irreligious 3 
immoral men. = 
2. To forſake the fooliſh implies, that you 


Would forſake their works, and ways of talking, I 


as well as their company. If you talk flightly * 
of religion in a manner different from theirs, and 
commit the ſame things that they do, when you 
are in company that profeſs better, you are till ! 
partakers with ſinners in their evi deeds. Such 
a conduct as this, inſtead of expoſing the folly 
of the openly vicious and profane, is to carry their 
works into the dark, woo 

der your ſelves more cowardly, and unfit to bear 
a" teſtimony againſt them. Here therefore we 
Prov. xv. 7. + Job xv. 2, 3. k 

iel c ſhould 47 


- 


by this means to ren-„ 


'S 


f 


7 ( 23) 
mould apply carefully that of the Apoſtle, Have 
> 0 lowihip with the unfruitful works of 
 garkneſs, but rather reprove them *, or make 
"the evil of them manifeſt. Forſake them ſo, as 
that you may not have any ſecret miſgivings, or 
Fears of expoſing them to the maſt publick re- 
proof and condemnation ; ſuch as the Laws of 
Gov, and the right reaſon of mankind, without 
Favour or affection, would throw upon them. 
3. To for/ake the fooliſh, denotes an utter break- 
ing with them, in the reſpects before mentioned. 
We muſt /e parate from them, and their works, 
ſo as not to return again to either. To depart 
for a while only, from ſuch as deſpiſe religion, 
and live in any caurſe of fin, is not to for /ake. 
them in the full acceptation of this word. So 
Far as the different way in which we propoſe ta 
live, doth require, we muſt zz7irely quit all looſe 
and fooliſh company; becauſe the way of un- 
derſtanding, or of a religious and regular life, is 
directly contrary to the irregular and profane 
manners of irreligious men. We ſhould not 
therefore want reſolution and heart to ſay with 
David, Depart from me ye evil-doers, for I 
will keep the commandments of my Gov.“ 
We may learn alſo from what has been faid 
before, that to withdraw from one evil and looſe 
ſet of company, to aſſociate with another, is not, 
Fs we are required in the words I am upon, to 
forſake the fooliſh. It is not upon any loſs, or 
Zffliction, or perſonal ill-uſage, to expreſs a diſ- 
guſt to any ſinful companions, if we are recon- 
eiled to the ſame ways of life with other com- 
* Eph, v. 11. 


panions, 


> 
"4 


0 24 4 1 
panions, that will be accounted a orſaking Wan! 3 I 


as the text requires. The /2/ tate of ſuch as 
act in this manner, will be worſe than the fr 74 


The mercy, and peace, and ſalvation, which the 
Scripture encontages ſuch as forfake the fooliſh 3 
to look for, reſt -wholly upon this, that they 
do not return to the fooliſh, however circum- | 
ſtanced in this I peak: * N will hear what Gon 
* the Lord w r he will f e 
« unto his people, and to his — let 7 

** them not turn again to folly *.“ : 


A very proper new-years-day 880 ght, This; 
not to return to | ho th folly of the paſt year, or of 
any paſt part of our lives. And it is no leſs ſuit- 4 
able to our |: Wok attendance on the Sacrament 
of CnRisr's death, That when Gop ſpeaks: 
peace unto his people they ſhould not turn an | 

T1 


to folly ] 

4. We ſhould fo forſake the fooliſh as to mourn ? 
over them, and pray for them. When a fiber 2 
that is converted from the error of his ways, ſees 0 
- how much he owes to the grace and ſpirit of 
Gop, for thoſe counſels and affiſtances which 
have delivered him from ruin, it is highly becom- 
ing ſuch a man to lament over them that are 
5 and ſinking by the very ſame dangers 
that he hath eſcaped. It ſuits with our beſt no- 
tions of humanity, to pity and compaſſionate them + 
who are in the road to death and miſery. And : 
it ſuĩts the renewed divine nature to pray for their 
converſion and recovery, by thoſe counſels and 


* Pfal. Ixxxv. 8. 


8 


aids, 


3 (248-7) 
1 Raids, by which we our ſelves have been drawn from 
the paths of the deſtroyer. We ſhould therefore 
}, pray for their being Sleſed with a ſenſe of theſe 
je things, that they may be turned from their wicked- 
h meſs. And if our mourning over them, and prayers 
For them, ſhould not prove effectual to turn them 
from their fooliſhneſs, we. ſhall nevertheleſs be 
acceptable in the ſight of Gop. We ſhall either 
prevent publick judgments ; (if there be a ſut- 
et Mcient number of thoſe who are grieving while 
they behold the tranſgreſſors that keep not God's 
2Word;) or however we ſhall fave our own ſouls, 
; hen the end of the wicked is to be cut off, 


85 
of By forſaking the fooliſh we /hall live, provided 


e go in the way of underſtanding *. For we 
muſt not only ceaſe to do evil, but learn to 45 
ell. We muſt not only forſake evil company, 
in put walk in the counſels and ways of holy and 
Tighteous men. Thus the way of underſtand- 
ing is deſcribed, in the 1oth verſe after the text, 
rn e The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
er F wiſdom, and the knowledge of the boly is un- 
es % derſtanding.” Gop grant to every one of us 
of his facred fear, and knowledge, in which con- 
ch iſt true wiſdom and underſtanding. 
n- Here the Sermon may conclude, when read in private. 
re 
ers [The preſent occaſion leads me to add one 
o- ping more, which is; That ſuch as forſabe the 
m ez would do well to unite in religious ſocie- 
nd es, the more to encourage and the better to 
cir Wrtify themſelves, againſt the aſſemblies and com- 


* When a proper occaſion offers, a Sermon will be publiſhed 
cho part of the verſe. r 17 
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panies of the itreligious and corrupt patt of the p 
world. Chriſtian Churches are appointed for 
this very end, that the doCtrines, precepts, and 
inſtitutions of religion, may be maintained, a- 
gainſt the unbelief and the aboutiding iniquities 
of every age. That all who attend dur Chri- 
ſtian Communions, may be firmly knit together 
in that faith and love which is in CHRIS TH ISsUus: 
That by keeping in a ſtate of union with hin, 
we may bring forth much fruit, knowing that 
every branch ſevered from him, like a branch 
cut off from the Vine, withereth : And that, by 
keeping in communion one with another, in the 
bonds of affection and charity, we may comfort 
and ſtrengthen each other againſt the hatred of 
them that are enemies to the Goſpel. _ 3 
But beſide our uniting as members of Chri- 
ſtian Churches, it is highly expedient, that al! 
ſuch as have a ſincere regard to heaventy 401/- 
dom, ſhould form themſelves into volantary jo- 3 
cieties, the better to promote works of piety and t 
charity. Theſe are the more needful, when the 
fooliſh are deviſing, by many looſe affemblies, to FO 
promote /inful diverfions, and extravagant ex- #2 
pences, by which many kinds of folly and cor- r 
ruption are ſpread among all ranks and orders of 
men. | | . 
I know that ſome of you, who belong to ti 
ſuch a SocieTY, have been attending to the ex- ft.! 
erciſes of religion, ſo as to be kept hereby from Ft 
diſorderly company; and that you have been de- 
viſing liberal and charitable things at this ſeaſon Re 
of the year, for above thirty years paſt. Vou 
have lately declared that you till determine to con- 
N | tinue 


* 


3 ( 27) 
Ztinue your works of charity, and ſome have ſhewn 
a readineſs to encreaſe them, as Gop hath en- 
| creaſed and bleſſed you, It has been one great plea. 
ure of my life, to bear a part with you. Let us 
never, in this or any other reſpect, grow weary 
of well doing. 
I heartily wiſh and pray, that what you con- 
tribute by ſtated ſubſcriptions, and at the yearly 
collections, may continue to anſwer the good 
ends propoſed; and ſo may engage others to aſ- 
36 and further your defigns, by their voluntary 
y offerings on this day. All that help to increaſe 
je the preſent liberality will render the donations to 
rt the poor more extenſive at this time of the year, 
which, however it may be a time of feaſting and 
ptofuſeneſs with many, is a time of great diſtreſs 
and neceſſity with others. 
I be relief of poor families that want buſineſs, 
ſome of which have fickne/5 as well as poverty 
- to ſtruggle with, plead for your merciful con- 
ad tributions. | 
The putting out of poor Boys apprentice out 
of one or other indigent family, is alſo a very 
x- good work both to civil Society, and, if your 
2r- rules be obſerved, to religion alſo. 
of To conclude ; The cccaſona] poor that receive 
ſome preſent ſupply from theſe collections, will E 
to truſt be thankful to Gop on this account; and 
x- that this will bring upon you, (as ſometimes hath 
m been remarkable) the blefjing of them that are 
de- ready to 123 * Bleſſed are the merciful, for 
en s they ſhall obtain mercy.“ 
ou : 
on- | THE 
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IHE three laſt paragraphs of this Sermon may 
fatisfy the enquiry of ſome, who are contributors 


to the charity on new-years-day ; to give a gene- 


ral view of the manner of its diſtribution. 


Boys put apprentice by the charitable Society 
fince the year 1709, including thoſe that are to 
be put out this year, are - = 74. 


The money ſubſcribed and collected for the 
laſt new · years day, including five guineas ſince 
added, for putting out a fourth boy apprentice 
this year, amounts to - - - 83 J. 7s. 5 d. 


This is here recorded, to excite and encourage 
others to engage in works of a like nature. If any 
are diſpoſed to make a different uſe of it, to them- 
ſelves = it. None know from what ſmall be- 
ginnings, things that are afterwards very uſeful 
and conſiderable may ariſe, thro' continued de- 
votion and charity. They that have actually 
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